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ALWAYS IN STOCK:

ANTIBIOTIC-FREE

CHICKEN!

Seedless
 Watermelons

Red or Green
   Seedless Grapes

$3.99

/EA

3 LB BAG of Apples
  Granny Smith or Gala

Fresh
     Sweet Corn

/EA

88¢
/LB

19¢
/EA

Red or Green
   Seedless Grapes

Seedless
 Watermelons   Seedless Grapes

$2.49
Fresh
     Sweet Corn

3 LB BAG of Apples
  Granny Smith or Gala

88/LB

Quantity rights reserved. We accept USDA food stamps & W.I.C. GOOD THROUGH 07/25“LOCALLY AMERICAN OWNED”

T-Bone Steak

Pork Cube Steak

Whole Boneless Loin

Cooked, Peeled,
Tail-O� Shrimp

Drumsticks or Thighs Sirloin Roast Country Ribs or Chops

Swai FilletsButcher’s Choice
Bratwurst or Italian Sausage

Beef

“Lean & Tender”

Fresh Pork

Diamond Reef

Fresh Fryer Bone-In Pork Fresh Pork Boneless

Diamond ReefFarmington

$1.59

$2.49

$1.99

$2.49

$5.99 $1.39
/LB /LB /LB /LB

Jumbo Franks
Bar-S $11.99

/LB

FAMILY PACK

/LB

2 LB PKGFAMILY PACK

We Only Sell Meats that are Born, Raised, and Harvested in the USA!

19 OZ PKG 2 LB PKG

HEAVY
WESTERN

FAMILY PACK SLICED FREE! HOT BUY!

59¢

99¢

1036 E. Duval St., Lake City, FL (386) 755-0795 • 1535 S. Ohio Ave., Live Oak, FL (386) 208-0057

16 OZ PKG

/LB
$ $5.99

Columbia, Inc.
Your marketplace source for Lake City     and Columbia County

Officials have sights set 
on 2 new county areas.THE NEXT BUSINESS BOOM

By KATRINA POGGIO
kpoggio@lakecityreporter.com

After successful marketing 
efforts on U.S. Highway 90, busi-
ness development officials hope 
the next retail and restaurant 
boom is on State Road 47 and in 
Ellisville. 

In recent years, business 
recruitment firm Retail Strategies 
transformed the Highway 90 corri-
dor into a destination for shopping 
and dining. When the company 
re-signed another three-year con-
tract with the City of Lake City and 
Columbia County earlier this year, 
officials decided to target a couple 
of new areas in Columbia County 
while still bringing new businesses 
along Highway 90.  

“The ultimate goal is to attract 
complimentary businesses to cre-
ate a vibrant retail base within 
Lake City,” said Clay Craft, retail 
development director at Retail 
Strategies. 

Options are currently limited for 
drivers passing through the State 
Road 47/Interstate 75 interchange 
for a quick bite to eat. Choices 
are Little Caesars Pizza next to a 
deserted gas station and Wendy’s 
across the street. There is also 
an S&S Food Store, but choices 
are slim, especially compared to 
Highway 90. 

“I definitely think that there’s 
some good opportunities on [State 
Road] 47 for sure,” Craft said. 

Dennille Decker, execu-
tive director of the Lake City –

Columbia County Chamber of 
Commerce, said there is not only 
room for growth, but also a need 
for it. The nearby residents also 
need grocery stores, shops and 
restaurants close to home, she 
said. 

The county loses millions of dol-
lars every year because people 

buy groceries elsewhere, Decker 
said. 

“When Retail Strategies did 
their initial analysis of money that 
was leaving Columbia County, gro-
cery stores were at the top of that 
list,” Decker said. 

Decker said she would also like 
to see quick-service and fast casu-

al restaurants open up off the State 
Road 47/Interstate 75 interchange. 

“It will kind of alleviate a little 
bit of the congestion off of 90,” 
Decker said. 

Another area of focus for 
future development is Ellisville, 
an unincorporated community in 
Columbia County off U.S. Highway 

441 and Interstate 75. Decker said 
it’s important to bring business to 
that area because it’s one of the 
first areas people see when they 
enter the county from the north. 

“That’s your first glance at our 
community,” Decker said. 

KATRINA POGGIO/Lake City Reporter

State Road 47 at the Interstate 75 interchange is one of two county areas that local business development officials want recruitment 
firm Retail Strategies to target for new businesses. Options are currently limited for drivers passing through the area for a quick bite 
to eat. Choices are Little Caesars Pizza next to a deserted gas station and Wendy’s across the street.
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HELP WANTED
Now hiring Truck Drivers. 

We pay per mile loaded & unloaded.
For details call 912-367-9160.

Now hiring Truck Drivers. 
We pay per mile loaded & unloaded.

HELP WANTED
Now hiring Truck Drivers. 

We pay per mile loaded & unloaded.

SIGN-ON 

BONUS!

Construction/Debris Containers Available

755-7060
15 yd. • 20 yd. • 30 yd. • 40 yd.

Delivered to your job site today.

HUGE MATTRESS FLOOR 
SAMPLE & OVERSTOCK SALE

SLEEP BETTER FOR LESS

216 SW Main Blvd • Next door to Wendy’s • 386-754-4654

LOWEST PRICES

WE GUARANTEE IT! 

POWER BEDS
Now w/ Cool Gel
MEMORY FOAM

MATTRESS

$997QUEEN SIZE... $1997KING SIZE...

POCKETED COIL GEL MEMORY 
FOAM! FOAM ENCASED!

$497QUEEN SIZE... $697KING SIZE...

COURTESY

Rountree Moore Ford receives recognition
Marine Corps League Detachment 1086 members Charles Tedesco (from left) 
Gene Hye, Jim Kennedy, Rich Morgan and Bob Edgar present Rountree Moore 
Ford General Manager Steven Jones (center) with a certificate of appreciation. 
The dealership routinely offers veterans special discounts and has held special 
events in their honor.

State’s citrus harvest 
at lowest in decades
By JIM TURNER
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — The final forecast of 
the 2016-2017 season for Florida’s strug-
gling citrus industry shows the orange 
crop falling 16 percent from the previous 
season — which, itself, had been at a 
five-decades low.

And after a season of severe drought, 
combined with the continued fight against 
a deadly citrus disease and the expan-
sion of residential development, the news 
wasn’t any better for grapefruit farming, 
where production dropped 28 percent from 
the prior year.

Agriculture Commissioner and guberna-
torial candidate Adam Putnam, who grew 
up on a farm in Polk County, expressed a 
need to keep fighting the disease citrus 
greening, which he equated to being “like 
a biblical plague” spreading across the 
state’s groves.

“The future of Florida citrus, and the 
tens of thousands of jobs it supports, is 
wholly dependent on the discovery of a 
silver bullet in the fight against green-
ing,” Putnam said in a prepared statement. 
“Florida’s brightest minds are making 
progress toward a solution, but until then, 
we must continue to support our growers 
and provide them every tool available to 
combat this devastating disease.”

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
reported, in the final forecast for the 2016-
2017 season, that Florida growers have 
harvested enough oranges to fill 68.7 mil-
lion 90-pound boxes.

The figure is up slightly from a June 
forecast, but down from the 70 million 
boxes growers were originally predicted to 
fill this season.

The monthly uptick was the focus of the 
Florida Department of Citrus.

“Ending the season on a positive note 
is a big deal because it shows there is still 
investment in Florida’s signature crop,” 
Shannon Shepp, executive director of the 
Department of Citrus, said in a prepared 
statement. “It takes quite serious effort to 
produce every single piece of fruit. Every 
additional box shows promise for Florida 
citrus.”

Growers produced 81.6 million boxes of 
oranges in the 2015-2016 season.

Meanwhile, growers during the 2016-
2017 season filled 7.8 million 90-pound 
boxes with grapefruit, the red variety 
accounting for 6.3 million boxes.

While unchanged from the June fore-
cast, grapefruit production a year ago 
stood at 10.8 million boxes, and this year’s 
harvest was initially forecast to reach 9.6 
million boxes.

A relative bright spot for citrus growers 
this year was the production of tangerines 
and tangelos.

The specialty crop, which hit a low of 
1.415 million boxes last season, filled 1.62 
million boxes this past season. The forecast 
at the start of the season was for tangerines 
and tangelos to fill 1.65 million boxes.

A decade ago, Florida growers produced 
151 million boxes of oranges, 19.3 million 
boxes of grapefruit and 6.9 million boxes 
with tangerines and tangelos.

At that time, Florida accounted for almost 
three-fourths of all U.S. orange production. 
California was second filling 53 million 
boxes, or 25.7 percent.

Florida now accounts for 58 percent 
of the U.S. orange production. California 
remains second with 48 million boxes filled 
this year, or 40.65 percent of the total.

Attracting new business is not as easy as signing a deal 
and selling them a plot of land to open up shop. Craft said he 
looks at Columbia County as a whole to recruit new retailers 
and fit their needs.

Choosing a site for a new business is a collaboration pro-
cess after the retailer dictates everything from the preferred 
traffic counts in the area to the number of parking spaces 
needed, Craft said. 

“Our role is to know that information and approach each 
business with the opportunity in Lake City that best fits 
what they are desiring,” Craft said.

More businesses will be rolling in soon, ready to claim 
their slice of the pie.  

“We are in discussions with retailers who have been 
trying to enter the market for years and we are actively 
working with land owners, brokers and developers to try 
and help facilitate those deals,” Craft said. 

Craft could not reveal what businesses may be opening 
because Retail Strategies’ work is confidential until retailers 
are ready to announce a new location.

“We’re definitely going to put some businesses over 
there, but it’s not going to be our sole focus,” Craft said.

Retail Strategies will continue to bring more business 
to Highway 90, he said, because business is still booming 
there. Craft said Retail Strategies helped bring about a 
dozen new stores and restaurants to that area, including 
Aldi, Five Guys Burgers and Fries, Panera Express, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, Dick’s Sporting Goods and Harbor Freight Tools. 

“I don’t think 90 will ever be done,” Decker said. 
She used the recent Applebee’s closing as an example for 

ongoing business opportunities. When the local Applebee’s 
closed earlier this month, prime real estate on U.S. Highway 
90 suddenly became available for a new retailer. It’s still 
vacant, but Decker said that probably will not last long.

As far as bringing opportunities to new areas, it’s a matter 
of one business owner taking the first leap. 

“If there’s a destination for people to stop off the inter-
state or even for our own residents to go to, I think the rest 
of it will just unfold,” Decker said. 

Retail Strategies’ three-year contract, which was renewed 
in February, is split 70/30 between the county and city 
and costs $25,000 per year. The nine major retailers Retail 
Strategies attracted to Lake City during the initial three-year 
contract generated around $293,000 in sales tax revenue for 
Columbia County, Craft said.
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